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has always been present to protect public health in 

accordance with the changing health needs of the country

Founded in 1934
for the fight against malaria

It carries out activities of research, surveillance, regulation, control, advice, prevention, 

communication, and training
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An illustrious past

to better understand the present…

… and build the future 
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technical and scientific body of the National Health Service 
under the Ministry of HealthISS

collaborates 
with the main Italian institutions

Ministry of Health, 
Ministry for the Environment,
Ministry of Education, 
Ministry of University and Research, 
Regions, Local Health Units, 
Research Hospitals, AIFA, INAIL, 
ISTAT, AGENAS, AICS and others

competent authorities 
for the development and application 
of science and health programmes and training

supports the Government, the Parliament, the Regions 
and also addresses professional orders, scientific societies, 
health professionals and citizens
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some figures (2021 update)

Over 
1,800

Staff

+1,300 Publications 
per year

+16,000
Authorizations, controls 
and opinions 
more than 40 a day

62 Patent families

7 Helplines

220,000,000 Total revenue 
in balance

ISS
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Annali
IF 2,210

Over 1000 publications per year 
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ISS CommunicableDi
seases

Rare and non 
communicable 

diseases

Environmental 
Health

Food safety and 
nutrition

Drugs

Chemistry, 
Radiations, 
innovative 

technologies and 
telemedicine

Disease 
prevention, 

health 
promotion, 

global health

7 strategic 
areas

Multidisciplinary approach

Integrated «One Health» vision
Across the human health, animal health 
and ecosystem interface

6 departments and 16 national centres
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An example: OH Early warning and response to zoonotic diseases

Impact of the Italian One Health approach to surveillance for WNV: 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6092914/pdf/eurosurv-23-32-1.pdf
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joining forces

Vaccine 
preventable 
diseases –
Reference 

laboratories

Antimicrobial 
resistance and 

special 
pathogens

Vector-borne 
diseases

Viral hepatitis 
and diseases 

caused by 
oncoviruses and 

retroviruses

Epidemiology, 
statistics and 
mathematical 

modelling

Food-borne and 
neglected 
parassitic
diseases

Immunology AIDS operations 
centre

Unit for psycho-
social and 

behavioural 
research, 

communication 
and training

Unit for 
Arbovirus, 

Hantavirus and 
emerging 
viruses

Example: Department of infectious 

diseases

7 Units and 3 structures 

for public health
of scientific research

https://www.iss.it/malattie-infettive
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PRIORITY AREAS

▪Antibiotic-resistance (including anti-TB drug 

resistance)

▪Vaccine preventable  (bacterial and viral) 

diseases

▪Influenza

▪ SARS-CoV-2 and other emerging pathogens

▪Hepatitis, HIV and other sexually transmitted 

infections

▪Vectorborne infections

▪Waterborne and foodborne (bacterial and 

parasitic) infections

▪Infection Prevention and Control

▪Epidemic and Pandemic Preparedness

▪Public Health Intelligence

▪Integrated Surveillance, epidemiology, 

biostatistics and mathematical models

▪Experimental and translational research

▪Socio-behavioral research, training and 

communication

▪Telemedicine

▪Rare and chronic diseases

▪Health promotion

▪Clinical Governance.
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▪ National Influenza Center (FLUNet)

▪ Reference Laboratory for Cryptosporidium and 

Giardia

▪ Reference Laboratory for helminthis foodborne

zoonosis

▪ Reference Laboratories for Trichinella (OIE IRL)

▪ Reference Center for Legionella (ELDSNet)

▪ Reference Laboratory for Leishmania

▪ Reference Laboratory for Malaria

▪ Reference Laboratory of Meningococcal Meningitis

▪ Reference Laboratory of H. Influenza Meningitis

▪ Reference Laboratory of Streptococcal infections

▪ Reference Laboratory Peumococcal Disease

▪ Reference Laboratory Pertussis Disease

▪ Reference Lab for antibiotic resistance (EARSNet)

▪ Ref. Lab. for European Diphteria Surveillance Network

(DIPNet)

▪ Reference Center for Enteropathogens (ENTERNet)

▪ Reference Center for Arbovirus (ARBONet)

▪ Reference Center for Measles

▪ Reference Center for SARS

▪ Reference Center for class A Bacterial Pathogens

▪ National Surveillance HIV/AIDS Center

▪ National Centre for Leptospirosis

▪ WHO supranational Reference Laboratory for Anti-TB 

Drug Resistance Surveillance

▪ WHO/FAO Collaborating Centre for Research & 

Training in Veterinary Public Health

▪ WHO Collaborating Centre for Research and Training 

in Tropical Diseases Control 

REFERENCE LABORATORIES AND CENTRES 
(Communicable diseases)
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Strategic hub

research for public health in Italy (basic and translational research, implementation)
ISS



www.iss.it/malattie-infettive

ISS collaborates with 

major international 

and multilateral 

agencies

• European & International Network
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ISS works and collaborates in 112 countries worldwide 

25 countries in Europe 18 countries in 
Central/Eastern Europe

8 countries in Central Asia

25 countries 
in Asia

2 countries in 
Oceania

6 countries 
in the Middle 
East

24 countries in 
Africa

16 countries 
in Latin 
America

2 countries 
North America

• European and International network
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SUB-SAHARIAN AFRICA: Burkina Faso, Senegal, Niger, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, 
Sudan, South Sudan, Mozambique;

MEDITERRANEAN: Egypt, Tunisia;

MIDDLE EAST: Lebanon, Palestine, Iraq, Jordan;

BALKANS: Albania; Bosnia;

LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN: Cuba, El Salvador;

ASIA: Afghanistan, Myanmar, Pakistan.

ISS - AICS (Agenzia Italiana per la  Cooperazione allo Sviluppo - Italian Agency for 

Development Cooperation)

NOVEMBER 2021 - Cooperation agreement to provide AICS Headquarters in Rome and its 19 
Foreign Offices with technical and scientific support in the field of global health (training, data 
collection and surveillance, One Health, nutrition, epidemiology, infectious diseases, 
environment, medicine, etc.). 

AICS Offices and Priority Countries:
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LATIN AMERICA

• Collaboration with the International Organisation 
Italo-Latin America member countries: 
• Mexico: Mental Health Help Line

• Cuba: Vaccines, Finlay Institute

• Ecuador:  Biosafety course and Epidemiological surveillance:

• Colombia: Scientific and technological collaboration with Universidad de los Andes, 
and Universidad Nacional. 

• Panama: MoU con ICGES-Gorgas

• Brazil&Panama: Telemedicine, Pernabuco

• ISS-iila  “Scientia est sanitas officinarum: Training laboratorium on public health, digital health, One Health and management 

of emergencies in Latin America (Argentina, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Messico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Perù, 

Uruguay)

LATIN AMERICAN COUNTERPARTS: Health Ministries of interested countries; Research Institutes and Universities in Latin 

America

  THEMATIC AREAS: Tropical diseases (arboviruses), Health emergencies, Mental Health, Telemedicine, Digital 

treatments



www.iss.it/malattie-infettive

MoU between ISS e ICGES - GORGAS Panama
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The G20 Public Health 
Workforce Laboratorium

A training hub
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Projects and initiatives ➢ Consolidated Best Practices
• COVID-19: epidemiological and immunological 

surveillance
• Data hub, open data 
• Risk assessment



www.iss.it/malattie-infettive

Some ideas

• One Health initiatives

• Surveillance

• Risk assessment and preparedness planning

• Training/Capacity Building/Mentorship

• Telemedicine

• Scholarships and PhDs

Open to collaborations

What’s special about ISS?

• Strong link between research ad public health

• Multi-disciplinary teams 

• Wide range of expertise

• Open minded collaborations

Thank you!
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